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Part 1 - Must be completed for all applications. 

_ The person(s); nominated for Uic.g^i of the patent: 

1 . [ iii/orc the actual inventorfo) 

■Of* 

has, for die following reasons, gained end dement from the actual inycntpr(s): . • 

■ The nominated persons would, on t he grant of a oatrnt for the 

invention, be entitled to ha v e the patent assigned th* nominnferl 
persons . 



•Pop:-*— Must4Htt^e4*&fr 

The person(s) nominated for the grant of the patent is/arc: 



Q the applicant(s) of the basic application® listed on the patent request form 

Q • cntided to rely on the basic application(s) listed on the patenti^5t4bnu-^y reason of the following: 




The basic appUcaCon(^^ on the request form is/are the first apptication(s) made in a Convention country in respect of the 



t m ^ _ r ; ff > j^co ^pj ^ te d application wc&made undcrthe PC T and c l aim s p r iority. 

The person(s):nominatcd for the grant of the patent is/are: 
Q the applicant® of the applicauon(s) listed in the declaration under Article 8 of the PCT 

Q enuUed to rely on the applicauon(s) listed in the declaration un^Etiete^ofthc PCTby:n^onxf th^oHowing:. 



The basicjippHca^^ Article 8 of the PCT is/are the first appUcation(s) made in a 

Convention country in respect of the invention. — — — — : ~~~~ ' . . '■ 
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The following statement is a full description of ^ invention including the 
I best method of performing it known to us:- , .. - 
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The present invention relates to improvements in 
video gaming machines and more particularly to an 
arrangement in which a plurality of such video machines 
may be linked together through a controller by means of 
which, under specified conditions, a. bonus prize, can be 
awarded to the player of one off the video machines. 

It is well known to provide a large bonus prize or 
iackpot from a group of linked poker or video machines, rn 
which a small percentage of each player'- coin contributes 
to a pooled prize. The present invention provides a means 
of providing a bonus prize that is different from and has 
advantages over known methods . 

The present invention consists in an arrangement 
including, a controller arranged to control the delivery of 
a bonus prize to a player of one of a plurality ox video 
gaming machines linked: to the controller, the controller 
having means for connection thereto of each of said video 
gaming machines for the transmission of electrical signals 
between the controller and the machines and vice versa 
each machine being arranged to -send to the controller a 
signal representative of a percentage of payments made by 
players into the machine or of games played on the 
machine, the controller including micro-processor/computer 
means, said means being controlled by a, programme, the 
25 programme being arranged so that on "receipt of signals 

from the machines serving to indicate that a predetermined 
sum had been accumulated for payment, as a bonus prize -or a 
predetermined number of games had been played in the 
machines the programme causes the controller to provide a 
30 visible and/or audible indication to each player and 

simultaneously acts to suspend any game being played on 
any of the machines and to impose a new game common to all 
machines and to award a bonus prize to the player of any 
machine first to achieve a predetermined objective, the 
35 programme thereafter causing the controller to provide an 
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inaction on ell -chines that ^W^,**^ 
awarded and causing ail: machines « revart to independent 

order that the nature of the invention may be 
5 better understood a preferred for. thereof is: hereinafter 

described with reference to the accompanying drawrngs. in .. 

"^figure 1 Is « diagram showing an arrangement of .a 
plurality of video machines connected to a central 

10 "ignre a shows diagrammatical* the 

the programme accompanying the operation of the 

Figure 3 shows in more detail the logic ot phase 1 of 

. Figure I shows an arrangement of video machines 10; 
connected to a common controller « which includes a . , 
. mi cro-pro=essor/computer programmed to control the , , 
Oration of the controller. : The particular ; atrang^eut ., , 
2a illustrated is programmed to provide a bonne prize o , 
nao.00 on any player achieving a line, up of threciaolcs 
„„ the screen of the video .machine being played- The ; 
- video machines are of generally conventional construction . . 

and are programmed internally to provide an input to the 
25 controller indicative of a percentage of the value ot 
. coins inserted .by each player in the video machines or the 
• nlra toer of games played on the machine, he rndxcated^n 
. : the diagram in Figure 2, once a suffiorent .sum ra^credxted 
' in the controller from the video machines the controller 
30 causes a message to be displayed on each machine giving 

particulars of the bonus prize to be won and the - , 

combination reguired to.vin it, « simultaneously ^rres s 
games being played on the individual madhrne. ^Sst 
a secondary game screen common to all machines The rrst 
55 machine to display the combination of three jacks wins the 
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bonus and thereafter the programme of the controller 
causes the individual machines to revert to. their orxgxnal 

^"^Figures 3 and 4 indicate in more detail the logic of 
the microprocessor and the controller. Figure 3 
illustrates what might be described as phase 1 of the 
operation which commences when a nominated figure has been 
accumulated in the controller and ends when the secondary 
game appears on the screens of the individual machines. 
Phase 2 commences when the nominated line up entitling a 
player to win the bonus prize has been achieved and the _ 
Lchine concerned. has been credited with the bonus prize. 
Phase 2 is completed by all machines being, reverted to 

independent games . 

While all machines connected to the controller must 
be video machines it is not. necessary that- all machines 
shall be playing the same, game at the commencement of . 
' phase 1. The arrangement is very flexible in that the 
value of the bonus prize and. the line up required to . 
achieve it can be readily changed. A particular advantage 
of the arrangement is that during phase, 2 all machines are 
playing the same game thus giving to each player the same 
chance of winning the bonus. 

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art 
25 that numerous variations and/or modifications may be made 
to the invention as shown in the specific embodiments 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the 

invention as broadly described. The present embodiments 
are, therefore, to be considered in all respects as 
30 illustrative and not restrictive. 
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THE CLAIM DEFINING THE INVENTION IS AS FOLLOWS *- ; ■ • . •; 

1. An arrangement including a controller arranged to 
control the delivery of a bonus prize to a player of one 
of a plurality of video gaining machines linked to the 
5 controller, the controller haying means for 

thereto of each of said video gaming machines for the 
transmission of electrical signals between the controller 
and the machines and vice versa each machine being 
arranged to send to the controller a signal representative 

10 of a percentage of payments made by players into the 

machine or of games played on the machine, the controller 
including micro-processor /computer means „ said means being 
controlled by a programmer the programme : being arranged so 
that on receipt of signals from the machines serving to 

15 ^indicate that a predetermined sum had been accumulated for 
. payment as' a bonus prize or a predetermined number of 
games had been played in the machines: the programme causes 
the controller to provide a visible and/or audible 
indication to each player. and simultaneously acts to 

20 suspend any game being played ore any of the machines and 
; to impose a new game common to all machines aniito award a 

- bonus prize to the player of any machine first to achieve 
a predetermined objective, the programme thereafter 
,. causing the controller to provide an indication on ati, 

25 machines that the bonus prize had been awarded and causing 
all machines to revert to independent games. 

DATED this 12th: day of August 19 ?| -r .-: 

' / : ; AINSWORTH NOMINEES PTY LTD 

\ Patent Attotneys; fo^ the 



F.B. RIGE & CO. 



ABSTRACT * * 

An arrangement including a controller arranged to 
control the. delivery of a bonus prize to a player of one 
of a plurality of video gaming machines linked, "the 
controller to xhich each of the machos is connected. , 
each machine passing information to the °°"»°"« . 
relating to a percentage of payments Ante the machine or . 

pisyed on the machine, the 
microprocessor controlled by a programme arranged so that 
"predetermined sum has been accreted for payment 
as a bonus prise or a predetermined number of game-have 
In Played the controller is caused to provide a visible 
and/or audible indication to each player and , 

Suitaneously act to suspend any game: being played on. any 
of the machines and to impose a new game common ^all^ 
machines and to avard a bonus pri*e to ^^/^ 
machine first to achieve a predetermined objective, the 
controller, on payment of the bonus prise providing an . 
indication of this to all machines and causing all 
machines to revert to independent games. 
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